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| may be running out of things to say, but | thought this time around | would simply amuse you by presenting alist of
thingswhich annoy megreatly.

1. ThetermHPLC.
2. Thetermlevel whenwhat isreally meant isconcentration.

3. Presentation of datasuch as198.376 +/- 7.436 ng when the standards used were 95% pure, theinjection valvewas
no better than 2% accurate, the temperature of the chromatographic column was not controlled, and theresistors
inthedetector gain circuitswere0.1% accurate. What' sthe point?1s0.20 +/- 0.01 pug somehow embarrassing?

4. Publications that ask me to renew my subscription weekly when my current subscription has two years
remaining.

5. Emailsthat purport to give meameansto sexual nirvana. Sex isgreat fun, but not whilel’ m answering emailson
solid phaseextraction.

6. Paperson determiningadruginblood samples, when no blood was sampled for the paper.
7. Theuseof sensitivity whendetectionlimit or lower limit of quantitationismeant.

8. TheBritishwordlearnt.
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. Peoplewho contact uswith achromatography problem, and then are unwilling to makethe changeswe suggest to
remedy theproblem.

10. Customerswho believe that because they bought an instrument, it should provide meaningful scientific results
for an experiment which hasnever beentried before, by anyone, at any time.

11. Scientistswho believe that if data does not fit their hypothesis, the data must be wrong sinceit isinconceivable
their hypothesisiswrong.

12. A student who says, “1 don’t need to understand the xyz equation; just tell me which number goes on the top and
which number goesonthebottom.”

13. Thenotionthat having L C/M SM Smakeschromatography unimportant.

14. Emails that offer me a free Nokia telephone. Actually, the very concept of a telephone annoys me. I'm a shy
person.

15. Envelopesmarked“ Personal and Confidential” that contain nothing either personal or confidential.

16. Thenotion of an Islamic state, a Christian state or a Jewish state. | believe many people’sliveswould be saved if
all states were secular and welcomed the practice of any religion without prejudice. A state like
| srael christianstinemight have achanceof survival if peopleweremore accepting of others' beliefs.

17. Peoplewho say thereisno placefor humor or politicsin science(seep. 45).

Alert readers pointed out to ustat we mispelled Alzeimer’s on the cover of telast issue. Tat migt lead you to adiagnosis.
Tere'snoumor intat. Supposeterewereonly 25 lettersinthea pabet?
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